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We get it, finding the perfect
place to live as a student can be
stressful...

But don't worry, we're here to simplify the process for you.

If you're deciding where to live as a student at The Ohio State University,
you may be asking questions such as:

+ Where do OSU students live?
+ How much does it cost to live close to campus?
+ How do | find off-campus housing near OSU?

And the list goes on. But relax. In this guide, we will address common
questions related to where to live in Columbus, finding housing, the
application process, and all things student living.

At Rambler, our team has helped hundreds of students sign leases,
so we know how important it is to make a well-informed decision. Our
goal is to help you feel confident and knowledgeable throughout your
housing search to ensure you find a spot that fits all your needs.

From choosing your ideal location to nailing down the details of touring
and signing a lease, we're here to help so you can have peace of mind
you've made the best decision for you.

LET'S FIND YOUR DREAM PLACE IN COLUMBUS!

DISCLAIMER: This report, last updated June 2024, utilizes various real estate and economic data sources. The
information within this document is time sensitive and will be kept relevant to major shifts in the market. No
warranties or guarantees are made as to the accuracy of the information contained herein.
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text, click on the text to take you directly to that link or
resource. If a page number is referenced, you can click
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Where do OSU students live?

Freshmen & Sophomores: All first and second year students are
required by Ohio State to live on campus in a residence hall. If you are
involved in Greek life, you may be able to get an exception to this if you
choose to live in your Greek house your sophomore year.

Juniors & Seniors: The majority of OSU students do not live on campus
after their first two years, so there are ample options when it comes to
off-campus housing. Most students live in houses or student apartments
within walking distance from campus to avoid finding parking or taking
the bus.

Graduate Students: As more time is typically spent on campus than
during undergrad, proximity to campus and quiet places to work and
study are usually the most important factors when finding housing.
Graduate students often live in studio or one-bedroom apartments on
South Campus or The Short North.

RENTER'S TIP

Students living close to campus usually live in one of
three areas: North Campus, Central Campus/University
Distrcit and South Campus.
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NORTH CAMPUS

One of the most highly sought-after areas for students to live is North
Campus. This is due to the proximity to campus and access to all that
this area in Columbus has to offer. North Campus is adjacent to Lane
Avenue, a bustling street located near OSU. Lined with a variety of
shops, restaurants and bars, it's a popular spot for Buckeyes and locals
alike to gather, socialize, and enjoy all that Columbus has to offer. It is

a place where you can find something for everyone, whether you are a
student, faculty member, visitor, or resident.

North Campus has many student apartments that offer luxury
amenities like rooftop pool decks, saunas, gyms, and much more.
These apartments, like Rambler, were built with the OSU student
lifestyle in mind, which is why many offer private study rooms and
group workspaces.

CENTRAL CAMPUS/UNVERSITY DISTRICT

The University District, sometimes referred to as Central Campus, is
home to a variety of housing options, including houses and student
apartments. This is also where you will find most of the sorority and
fraternity houses, making this area a social hub for students involved

in Greek life.Walking around, you will find 19 sorority houses, housing
between 30 and 75 girls each. University District is also home to a large
number of fraternity houses, making this area a social hub for students
involved in Greek Life.

Typically, Greek houses are available for second-year Greek members.
However, each chapter has its process for choosing who lives in their
house. The cost of living in a sorority house at Ohio State University
per semester varies depending on the sorority.

SOUTH CAMPUS

South Campus is located just south of the Ohio State University
campus, making it a convenient walk, bike ride, or bus ride to class.
This location is ideal for students majoring in fields like Nursing,
Health Sciences and Neuroscience who have classes on medical
campus, conveniently located next to South Campus.

Out of these three popular student neighborhoods, this is typically
the most affordable option There are a variety of housing options
available, including apartments and traditional houses, so students
can find something that fits their budget and needs. You will still find
undergraduate students living in this area, but primarily you will see a
majority of graduate and medical students in this neighborhood.
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What’s it like to live on North Campus
as a student at OSU?

North Campus at OSU is right by most main academic buildings, making
it a hot spot for student living. It's also super close to The Shoe, OSU's
football stadium. Living here, you're just steps away from campus and
the social scene on High Street and Lane Avenue.

Along Lane Avenue and High Street you can find:

+ Iconic entertainment venues like The Schottenstein Center and
Newport Music Hall

+ Restaurants such as Varsity Club and Buckeye Donuts

+ Popular social spots like The Horseshoe Country Bar, Little Bar
and Out-R-Inn

+ Stores like Clothing Underground and Rally House
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Do I need a carifllive off campus?

Whether or not you choose to bring your car is up to where you
choose to live and your personal preference of how you like to
get around.

Many students who choose to live near campus do not find a car
necessary. However, if you choose to live anywhere else in Columbus
such as Downtown or The Short North, a car is the primary way to
get around.

Walking or biking to campus is also very common for students.
However, keep in mind that Columbus doesn’t have bike lanes.

The Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) runs many routes around
and through campus from all different areas of the city, making it
easier for students to live off-campus. The COTA is free for students
when they use their student ID. The univeristy also has a bus system
that runs mainly on campus and parts of the Univeristy Distrcit. Most
off-campus apartments have easy access to either the bus system
or offer their own shuttle services. However, getting to places

such as the grocery store using the bus might not be as easy or
convenient as getting to campus.

Additionally, OSU has partnered with Lyft to create the Ride Smart
Program. This enables students to get discounted on Lyft standard
or XL rides seven days a week from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.
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Where can I parkif l want to drive
to campus?

Looking to park on campus or drop your friend off? If you are looking
for short-term parking options on campus, OSU has options such as
metered surface lots and loading zones for drop-offs.

If you're a student who commutes to campus and needs on-

campus parking every day, Ohio State has long-term parking

permits available in their surface lots. Long-term parking permits

are available in the surface lots depending on eligibility. You can log
into your parking account on the CampusParc website and use the
permit comparison tool to view what permits you are eligible for. You
can purchase these permits in 30, 60, 90 or 120-day increments.

Have more questions about parking? Read the Ultimate Guide to
Parking near OSU and view the full OSU parking map.

How much does it cost to park on
or around campus?

Garage and surface lot parking at Ohio State has daily parking rates
ranging from $10.75 to $17.25*, depending on if you are parking during
peak or off-peak times. Off-peak parking includes weeknights from
6:00 pm to midnight and all day on weekends. You can also pay by the
hour, these rates range from $2.75 for 30 minutes to a maximum of
$16.00 for four hours*. Be sure to hold onto your ticket, because the
lost ticket fee will run you up to $44.50. Daily parking is a good option if
you occasionally need to drive to campus. If you're hoping to keep your
car on campus all year or use it to commute to campus on a daily basis,
you'll want to look into getting a parking permit.

For 2024-2025, available student parking permits range from $13.77 to
$124 per month, depending on permit class, eligibility, and location.

*Prices accurate as of January 2, 2024.
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How big is Greek Life at OSU?

As of April 2024, about 10% of the student body is involved in Greek
life according to The Ohio State University.

What are my options for housing if |
choose to go Greek?

Sorority and fraternity houses are located around OSU's campus,
mostly in the University District. These houses are close to Ohio
State's Campus.

Greek houses are typically for second-year members and usually house
around 50 people. Many members who are heavily involved with their
organization choose to live in the house. Each house has their own way
of deciding which members are able to live there, but most are heavily
based on GPA.

RENTER'S TIP

New student apartments sometimes offer block housing, giving
you and your friends the opportunity to all live in a block of
rooms on the same floor with other people in your sorority or
fraternity. If you sign your lease early, you're more likely to be
able to take advantage of this option.
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How much does it cost tolive in a
student apartment?

Student housing apartments in Columbus range from around $900
to $2,000 per bed, per month.

Student housing apartments are typically more expensive than
traditional apartments. This is because these apartments come
furnished, are newer and offer elevated amenities such as upscale
gyms, pet spas, and both shared and private study spaces.

You'll have the option to live alone or with up to six roommates. Your
lease will run 12 months and align with the academic year, so students
can move in in August and move out in July.

Read more about what's typically included in base rent at student
apartments in Columbus on the next page.

Having a hard time deciding where you want to live?
See a side-by-side comparison of all of your options
on page 17.
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What’s typically
included in my base
rent at a student
apartment?
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FURNITURE

Most student housing apartments in Columbus
offer fully furnished units. Students don't have
to worry about purchasing large furniture
pieces such as a bed, dresser, or desk — they
will already be in the apartment upon arrival.
Fully furnished units not only allow you to avoid
moving furniture long distances, but they also
help you cut costs. You will not have to buy new
furniture, appliances or purchase a storage unit
in between leases.

A fully furnished downtown apartment
typically includes:

+ Bed

+ Dresser and/or shelves
+ Desk

+ Couch

+ Chairs/bar stools

+ TV

+ Washer and dryer

ACCESS TO AMENITIES

Almost all student apartments will have
community amenities that you will have access
to as a resident. At minimum, apartments
typically offer a pool, gym and study areas.
However, most student housing complexes
include luxury amenities that go above and
beyond. These may include jumbotrons in the
pool area, grilling areas, spas, yoga studios,
coffee shops, golf simulators and more.
Amenities are one of the best ways for new
student apartments to differentiate themselves
from their competition, so be sure to check out
your options.

BASIC UTILITIES

Student housing apartments typically offer high-
speed internet, cable, a washer and dryer, gas
and sewage as a part of your monthly rental rate.
Some apartments include garbage, while others
will add on a small monthly fee for garbage
services. This fee usually runs between $5 and
$25 per month. Finally, almost all apartments will
charge you an additional monthly fee for water
and electricity.

YEAR-ROUND HOUSING

If you choose to live in a student apartment
downtown, you will likely sign a 12-month lease
as opposed to the nine-month lease offered for
on-campus housing.

With a year-long lease, you have a guaranteed

place to live if you plan on staying in Columbus
during the summer or winter breaks. If you plan
to study abroad, move for an internship, or live
at home during the summer months,12-month

leases are a convenient option.

Usually, student apartment leases will begin in
early August and end in late July, but the exact
dates depend on the complex.

SECURITY

Almost all student housing apartments offer
various forms of security to ensure resident
safety. This may include video monitoring,
controlled access to units and amenities,
deadbolts, on-site security guards, and more.
Security measures will differ by apartment, so
be sure to ask what is included while touring
properties.
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If I choose not to
live in a student
apartment, what
are my other
options and how
much do they cost?

Having a hard time deciding where
you want to live? See a side-by-side
comparison of all of your options on
the next page.

RAMBLER

UNIVERSITY HOUSING

+ Nine-month lease (following the OSU academic
calendar). You will not have access to your dorm
during school breaks or over the summer.

+ Dorm rates range from $3,815 to $4,899 per
semester, depending on factors including
location, room type and amenities. Learn more
about on-campus housing rates here.

+ Rates include internet service, utilities (water,
electricity, gas, and trash), study rooms,
laundry access, mail services, and all dorms
come fully- furnished.

+ Meal plans at Ohio State range from $2,237 to
$2,730 per semester.

+ OSU Dining Services has a six-step process to
help you decide which plan is best for you.

+ Option to live in a double, triple, quad, eight-

person suite or apartment style accommodation.

TRADITIONAL APARTMENTS

+ Offer traditional one-year leases.

+ Monthly rates range from around $913 to $1,421
per month depending on a number of factors
such as amenities, location and floor plan.

+ Do not have the same luxury amenities as
student housing options, and will usually offer a
small amenity package at best.

+ Internet and other utilities are typically not included
in base rent and are additional monthly fees.

+ Option to live alone or with roommates

+ Typically have a private bedroom and bathroom
and in-unit washer/dryer.

TRADITIONAL HOUSE
+ One- to two-year leases.

+ Monthly rates typically fall between $650 to
$950 per person.

+ Roommates divide rent amongst themselves to
pay the landlord. There is shared responsibility
for all payments and damages.

+ Internet and utilities are not included in base rent
and are additional fees each month.

+ Come unfurnished and lack the amenities that
many apartments in Columbus offer.

+ Option to live alone or with up to twelve roommates.

+ Living styles vary. Some houses will not have
the same number of bedrooms and bathrooms,
meaning you may share a bathroom with a
roommate or two.

+ Usually include in-unit washer/dryer.

GREEK HOUSING

+ Nine-month lease (following the OSU academic
year). You will most likely not have access to your
Greek house during school breaks and over the
summer.

+ The average cost per semester is $3,000 to
$6,000 depending on location and amenities.
Internet and all utilities are included in the base
rent and are not additional fees.

+ This price includes dues for the semester and a
meal plan, so these will not be additional costs.

+ Option to live alone or with up to four roommates,
but in a dorm-style house with communal spaces
(including bathrooms) shared with other members.

+ Shared laundry room access.
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HOUSING OPTIONS FOR STUDENTS

SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON

UNIVERSITY

HOUSING

TRADITIONAL
APARTMENT

TRADITIONAL
HOUSE

GREEK
HOUSING

STUDENT
APARTMENT

LEASE LENGTH

COST

NUMBER OF
ROOMMATES

FURNISHED

WI-FI INCLUDED
IN BASE RENT*

UTILITIES
INCLUDED IN
BASE RENT*

PRIVATE
BATHROOMS*

AMENITIES*

9-month lease following
the academic year

$3,815 to $4,899
per semester

Up to 4 in the same room;
up to 8 in a suite

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Study lounges, gym, shared
laundry rooms, community
kitchens, meal plan

*Not guaranteed at all properties

RAMBLER

1-year lease; Can sometimes
offer flexible lease time if you're
planning on studying abroad

$913 to $1,421
per month

Two bedroom
most common

No

No

No

Usually

Coworking lounges, gym, in-unit
laundry, pool, on-site parking,
personal bathroom

1-2 year lease

$650 to $950
per month

Upto 12

No

No

No

No

In-unit laundry, private
parking, porch, yard

9-month lease following
the academic year

$3,000 to $6,000
per semester;
from $330 to $660 per
month; includes dues

Upto4

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Study lounges, communal
areas, meal plans, shared
laundry room

1-year lease starting with
the academic year

$900 to $2,000
per month

Upto 6

Yes

No

No

Usually

Study lounges and private
study rooms, gym, sauna,
dog wash, pool, on-site
covered parking garage
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What costs should 1
consider other than
my monthly rent?

RAMBLER

APPLICATION FEE
$50 to $150

+ This fee covers the cost of your background
check as well as the administrative cost of
processing your application.

ADMINISTRATIVE FEE
$50 to $300

+ This is non-refundable and used to cover the
price of administration, billing, bill auditing,
overhead, and similar expenses.

+ Some apartments require this fee at the time
of application, while others require it on move-in
day.

SECURITY DEPOSIT
$100 to the equivalent of one month's rent

+ Security deposits are typically due at the time of
move-in and refundable at the end of your lease
term, as long as there are no damages to the
apartment beyond typical wear.

+ As long as you keep your apartment in good
condition, you should have this fee returned to
you within 45 days of moving out.

PARKING
$75 to $250 per month

+ This rate varies depending on the location,
demand, and type of parking garage.

+ By paying for parking at a student apartment
that is walking distance to campus, you won't
have to worry about paying for or securing
on-campus parking that can be competitive
and hard to come by.

UTILITIES
Varies by month, depending on usage

+ Utilities include electric, gas, trash, water,
cable/TV, internet and washer/dryer.

+ Many utility companies charge a fee to cover
the costs of utility setup. This fee is a one-time
charge and generally ranges from $25 to $100.

+ Most student housing apartments include Wi-Fi,
cable TV and washer/dryers in your monthly
installment. Some do not, so it's important to ask
before you sign a lease.

RENTAL INSURANCE
$10 to $35 per month

+ Varies depending on coverage and provider

TRASH
$5 to $30 per month

+ Covers the cost of trash removal at the
property.

PET FEES & RENT

Pet deposit: $100 to $350
One-time, refundable payment

Pet Fee: $100 to $350
One-time, non-refundable payment

Pet Rent: $10 to $35 per month per pet
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What’s the
difference between
base rental rate &
total monthly cost?

RENTER'S TIP:

If you choose student housing, you will
sign an individual or "by-the-bed" lease.
This means that each roommate within a
unit will be given a separate base rental
rate, and you will not have to worry about
splitting rent yourselves each month and
getting it to the landlord on time.

Just because a property has a lower
base rent does not mean it will be less
expensive over all. Make sure to know all
included expenses before signing a lease.

RAMBLER

BASE RENT

The base rate for an apartment is the price
listed for each floor plan at a given property. The
base rate only includes rent — it does not include
any upgrades, utilities or additional fees.

+ For student living, features such as balcony
access, higher floor, ensuite bathrooms, and less
roommates typically result in a higher base rate.

TOTAL MONTHLY COST

The total monthly cost is your base rental

rate plus all of the additional costs you will be
responsible for throughout your lease. Some of
these fees are required, and some will depend
on your personal lifestyle. For example, you may
be required to pay a pet fee if you have pets.

+ Additional fees might include renter’s
insurance, utilities, parking, trash services,
Wi-Fi, cable, pet fees, and apartment upgrades.

18
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Should Il move to a
new apartment or
should I renew my
current lease?

Pros of moving to a new apartment:

+ New amenities

+ Updated living space

+ New experience but with
familiarity of the same roommates

+ New community and opportunities

Cons of moving to a new apartment:

+ Cost & time required to move

+ Likely increase in rent

If your apartment still meets your
needs and you value staying in the
same place, you may want to consider
renewing your lease. If you are tired of
living in your apartment and are looking
for newer amenities and features, you
may want to consider moving to a new
property in Columbus.

RAMBLER

Ask yourseli these questions if you’'re deciding between moving or
renewing your current lease:

+ Do | enjoy where | currently live?

+ Do | like the location of my current property?

+ Is my management reliable?

+ Can | afford a nicer place to live?

+ Is the time and costs required to move worth the value of the place I'm considering moving to?

+ Does this apartment still feel like home or could a new place be a better environment for me
to live?
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So I’ve decided to
live in a student
apartment, how
should I start my

search?

1. Determine your ideal location.
2. Decide if you want roommates.

3. Determine which amenities you
value most.

4. Set your price range for rent.

5. Make a list of places to tour.

RAMBLER

DETERMINE YOUR IDEAL
LOCATION
Consider the following:

+ How long will it take you to get to campus?
Will you walk, drive or ride the bus?

+ Do | like the area?

+ Am | conveniently close to other places | go
to daily like the grocery store, work, etc.?

DECIDE IF YOU WANT
ROOMMATES
Ask yourself:

+ Do | have friends | know | would like to live with?

+ Will living with other people help make my
apartment feel like home?

Read more on pages 23 and 24 about living
with roommates.

DETERMINE WHICH
AMENITIES YOU VALUE MOST

To help figure out what is most important to
you, make a list of your must-have amenities to
help you narrow down your options. We would
recommend viewing the websites of properties
that you are interested in to get a good feel of
what they have to offer.
Common amenities for student apartments:

+ Pool & hot tub

+ Fitness center (can sometimes include yoga
studios and spin rooms)

+ Study lounges and private study rooms
+ 24-hour security
+ Package lockers

+ Units often include washer/dryer, Wi-Fi and
cable TV and come fully furnished.

SET YOUR PRICE RANGE
FOR RENT

Location, roommates and amenities heavily
influence how much you will pay for rent, utilities
and other costs.

Consider these potential additional costs:
+ Parking fees
+ Pet fees
+ Renter's insurance

Make sure to think about base rent vs. total
monthly cost (see page 15 for more info).

MAKE A LIST OF PLACES
TO TOUR

Based on your desired location, amenities and
budget, search online for some properties
that meet these needs. Starting with keywords
like “Student apartments in Columbus, Ohio”
or "downtown Columbus student apartments”
will help you find properties specific to OSU
students. We've done some of the work for
you and put together an article of the 7 Best

Student Apartments in Columbus, Ohio!

Once you have found a short list of properties
that are a potential fit for you, visit their online
contact page and book a tour. If you would
rather speak with someone before touring, you
can also call the property's leasing office for
more information.

Below are are a few student apartments around
Columbus with links to a review:

Doric on Lane
Lumen on Ninth
The Wellington
The View on High
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Should I live with roommates?

Living with roommates is a personal choice that can be a great way
to live with friends and save a little money. Consider these pros and
cons as you make your decision.

Pros:

+ Affordability: Depending on the complex you choose, rent and
utilities are usually less expensive the more roommates you have.

+ Social: Living with roommates gives you a form of “built-in
friends.” Some of the most enjoyable times in college are nights
spent at home cooking, watching movies or having game nights
with your roommates.

+ Peace of Mind: In case of household emergencies and accidents,
having roommates can provide immediate assistance and support.

Cons:

+ Distractions: Not everyone prioritizes downtime and studying in
the same way. Living with other people is fun, but if it's too much
fun it could become a distraction.

+ Reduced privacy: When you share a space with other people,
there will inevitably be a lack of privacy. If you value personal
space and view your home as the place where you can be alone,
living with roommates may not be for you.
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How do I find roommates?

Make sure to answer these questions for yourself before beginning
to search for roommates:

+ What is my monthly budget?
+ How many roommates would | be willing to have?

Once you've thought of your answers to these questions, start looking
for other people who have similar answers and want to live in the same
location as you. Some ways to search for roommates include:

+ Asking around. Whether it's your friends or members of your
organization (sorority, fraternity, club, etc.), it never hurts to ask!
You never know who's still looking.

+ Looking at social media.

+ OSU has Facebook pages, such as Ohio State University
Roommate Search, where students can post a little bit about

"

themselves and read other students’ "about-me"” posts.

+ On Instagram, you can find pages where you can submit a
photo and short bio introducing yourself to new classmates.

+ Roommate matching. Many apartment complexes offer
roommate matching services. When you fill out your application
to live there, it will likely include questions about your living
habits and preferences. Your answers will be used to pair you up
with someone else in need of a roommate.

After you've found some people you're considering living with, it's
always a good idea to make sure you're both the right fit for each
other. We suggest using this roommate questionnaire to make sure
you ask all of the right questions and start your time as roommates
together with open communication!

RAMBLER

S o
o /’/IIII/IIIIMIIM"IIII//II/II/I/II/II///I/I/lllllllll/I/II//I/III/I/’/I/II//l///ltlllllll %

22

"’IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Ny

RENTER'S TIP

Start the seargh
likely to havess
well as more availal

roommates

soommates early! You're more

¥
(I IIIF TIIFIIIT P VPN IV P

FIT JIT FRA T AT SRR SR ST SRR Sy PRI LI E L EEE IS SEEIL LS L LSS IS5 S

a7
iy



https://www.facebook.com/groups/270930611728442
https://www.facebook.com/groups/270930611728442
https://ramblercolumbus.com/resources/free-download-roommate-questionnaire/

How far in advance should I start
looking for a place?

Students will start to secure housing for the next academic year
as early as September. You should sign a lease by March at the
latest. New developments may start taking leases up to 18 months
before their delivery date.
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What are the
benefits of signing

my lease early?

1. Best rates

2. Parking

3. Roommate choice

4. Choice of apartment & room

5. Peace of mind

RAMBLER

BEST RATES

Many student housing properties use a tier
system during the leasing process. When
leasing first opens, rates will usually be at
their lowest, also called first tier rates. Then,
as units decrease in availability, rates will
typically be raised per month, per person.

PARKING

If you are planning to park at your apartment
complex, you should consider signing your
lease early to increase your chances of securing
a spot as space is often limited and can go
quickly as the leasing season progresses.

ROOMMATE CHOICE

By signing your lease early, you will have more
options when it comes to roommates. As time
goes on, more and more people have secured
their living situation, so you will have a smaller
pool of potential roommates over time.

CHOICE OF APARTMENT
& ROOM

Most developments have a limited number of
units with special features such as balconies
and specific views. If having these amenities is
important to you, you should consider leasing
early to increase your chances of securing one
of these units.

PEACE OF MIND

By signing your lease early, you gain the
feeling of security on your housing decision.
It is one more thing that has already been taken
care of and you won't find yourself scrambling
at the last minute to find a place to live in
subsequent years.
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What are the
benefits of moving
into a newly
constructed

apartment?

1. Modern design

2. You are the first

3. Updated amenities
4. Sense of community

5. Unexpected perks

RAMBLER

MODERN DESIGN

A big incentive to live in a new construction
are the modern designs and finishes. Many
new developments have a sleek design with
bigger windows, new technology, and furniture
packages that set them apart from an older
student apartments. New buildings near OSU
are often decked out with upscale designs
and trendy features that make you excited to
come home after a long day of classes.

YOU ARE THE FIRST

Living in a new development means that you are the
first person to use your shower, cook on your stove,
and live in your space! The entire building is brand
new, making you one of the first people to enter the
lobby, use the gym, and take a dip in the pool! You
get to be the first person to call the space home,
and it creates the perfect fresh start while living
in Columbus.

UPDATED AMENITIES

Modern, up-to-date amenities are one of the
top selling points for a new apartment. Having
updated amenities under one roof makes
living in a newly built apartment extremely
convenient. Your new home could be a one-
stop-shop for your morning coffee, your daily
workout and an all-night study session.

Also, it is important to remember that all the
costs associated with these updated amenities
are factored into your monthly rate. You may
think that it costs less to live at an older
development with less amenities, but when you
factor in all your other daily costs, such as a
gym membership, you will find that paying more
for a new development and amenities is the
most cost effective!

SENSE OF COMMUNITY

Hundreds of new residents moving into a new
development can sound hectic, but it makes for
a fun move-in experience. This is when you can
meet your neighbors who are also moving into
your complex.

Everyone is having a similar experience;
they're excited about their new apartment and
can't wait to meet everyone! This creates a
tight-knit community as everyone explores their
new home.

Many new complexes also offer community
events where you can meet new friends,
participate in the free activities, and enjoy some
free food! These are a great perk that brings the
community together.

UNEXPECTED PERKS

In a new development near the The Ohio
State University, you'll find many bonuses that
most people don't normally think of during
their housing search. For example, many new
buildings typically offer added security with
controlled access points and 24/7 surveillance
cameras throughout the property.

New construction also tends to emphasize
customer service. While older buildings already
have an established reputation, a brand new
community relies heavily on the satisfaction of
its residents to maintain its name. This typically
leads to a friendly, attentive staff that is happy
to assist you.
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How do I decide which floorplan is
right for me?

The first step to answering this question is to determine if you will be
living alone or with roommates. Read more about finding a roommate
on pages 23 and 24.

There are different benefits and reasons to live in each floorplan,
as well as features specific to the property you are looking at. It's
helpful to ask a leasing staff member about features like balconies,
views, bathrooms, and layouts that might be available in a floorplan
you're thinking about.

These features might affect your base rent, but knowing what's
important to you can help you decide what you need to make sure
you feel at home in your space. The more you start to look at and
tour apartments, the more easily you will be able to determine which
space is best for you.
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Why should I tour before signing
alease?

If you haven't lived off-campus before, touring a property can

help you get sense of the atmosphere and location. You'll be able

to speak with a leasing specialist and get your specific questions
answered. Touring can also help you narrow down if you're choosing
between multiple properties.

What should I bring with me on
a tour?

Make sure to bring a photo ID. It's standard for the leasing office

to hold onto it while you're on your tour for liability purposes. If you
decide to sign a lease after your tour, you will also need a driver's
license or government-issued photo ID to complete your application.

If you're planning on living with roommates, bring them! This

is a decision you will be making together, and touring properties
together will ensure you're both on the same page and educated on
the property. With everyone present, you are more likely to get all
questions answered and be able to make a decision more efficiently.
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What will I be shown
on a property tour?

RENTER'S TIP

Ask to see multiple floorplans to compare
your options. This will help you get a better
sense of the actual size and layout of each
space and can help you decide what's right
for you.

If you're going to tour a new property that
hasn't been fully developed yet, you should
still ask to talk through floorplan options
SO you can ensure you're making the best
choice for you and your roommates.

RAMBLER

COMMUNITY SPACES

The leasing agent should show you around
the property and help you orient yourself in
the building.

PREFERRED UNIT

You will be able to see the space where you
could potentially be living. If the unit is still
occupied, you should be shown the same
floorplan in a different unit or one that is most
similar to what you're looking for.

PROPERTY AMENITIES

They should show you the building's amenities so
you can better understand what you'll have access
toif you live there.

DIGITAL TOUR

If the property is new, you might schedule a tour
that will take place at the leasing office. The
leasing agent will most likely walk you through the
property virtually, showing renderings that model
what the actual property will look like. At some
leasing offices, some of the furnishing from a
unit will be available so you can get a sense of
how your unit will be set up and furnished.




15 Most Important Questions to Ask

on Your Tour

s
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What are my lease terms?

What expenses are due upon application, lease signing and

move-in?

What does my monthly rental rate consist of?
How do | pay my rent?

What is the pet policy?

How is subletting handled?

How is reletting a lease handled?

Is renter’'s insurance required?

What is the policy on move-out fees?

Is parking available and how much does it cost?
Do | need a guarantor or a co-signer?

What happens if | need to terminate my lease?
How are repairs and maintenance handled?
How secure is the property?

How often does rent usually increase and by how much?

31



on'o 4
APPLYING

RAMBLER s2



How do I apply for an apartment?

Most applications can be completed online. You can also fill out
your application at the leasing office after your tour.

Filling out an application is generally a 10-20 minute process. You
will need to answer basic information, such as your driver's license
information, emergency contact, pet information, current residence,
etc. Make sure you bring your driver's license or government ID for
this step.

An application might also ask you for your guarantor information. A
guarantor is someone, typically a parent or guardian, who qualifies
you to sign a lease. Most OSU students don't qualify on their own
from their monthly income and credit score, so your guarantor is
taking on the liability of the rental rate for you. A guarantor typically
needs to make at least three times the price of monthly rent in
income each month.

Before starting your application, talk to your guarantor and let
them know to expect an email with their portion to complete. This
will typically include pay stubs, bank account information, and
their Social Security Number so that the leasing office can run a
background and credit check.

What is a guarantor responsible for?

By guaranteeing your lease, the guarantor is taking on the liability
of rent for the entire duration of the lease, plus any damages. If
you do not pay your rent, they will be responsible for payment.

In an individual lease, which what you will sign at a student apartment,
both you and your guarantor are only signing for your bed space.
This means that your guarantor is not responsible for any of your
roommates’ bedrooms. They will sign a separate lease and likely
have a guarantor of their own.
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What’s included in alease agreement?

A lease agreement will include your rent rate, terms of the lease,
and important dates. A lease is a legally binding contract. Make sure
to read each page thoroughly to understand the terms of your lease
and know what you're getting into. Pay close attention to dates and
fees, and take note of when you will pay rent each month, when your
lease term ends, etc.

At a student apartment, you and your guarantor are the only
ones responsible for upholding your lease. If you choose to
sign roommates, they will sign their own lease that they will be
responsible for.

What fees will l incur when signing a
lease and moving to a new apartment?

Depending on the property, the following fees might be due when
you sign your lease or on move-in day.

+ Admin fee: Admin fees tend to range between $50 to $300. They
are used to cover the price of administration, billing, bill auditing,
overhead, and similar expenses. Admin fees are typically non-
refundable, so make sure to confirm with your apartment if you'll
be reimbursed if you decide not to sign a lease.

+ Security Deposit: Security deposits usually range from around
$100 to the equivalent of one month's rent. A security deposit
is a refundable fee held for the duration of your lease term.
Security deposits are typically due at the time of move-in and
refundable at the end of your lease term, as long as there are no
damages to the apartment beyond typical wear.

RAMBLER
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What are some
of the costs I can
anticipate for
moving?

When moving in or out of an
apartment, there are often
unexpected fees to consider. These
may include costs for storage space,
cleaning services, and moving
services. Depending on your needs,
these expenses can range from less
than $50 to over $500.

RAMBLER

CLEANING SERVICE

When moving out of a student apartment, it's
important to leave the space clean to avoid
additional charges. Hiring a cleaning service
can cost around $100 to over $400, depending
on the extent of the cleaning needed. Some
residents also opt to hire a cleaning service
when moving in, particularly at older properties.
Generally, student apartment cleaning services
fall on the lower end of this cost range.

STORAGE SPACE

If you have a gap between leases, you might
need a storage unit near OSU to hold your
belongings. Off-site self-storage options
typically range from $40 to $500 per month
based on unit size.

MOVING SERVICE

Hiring movers can also add to your moving
costs, with fees typically ranging from $25

to $50 per hour for each professional and an
additional $20 to $50 per hour for the moving
vehicle. Some apartment complexes provide
movers to assist new residents on move-in
day, but you should consider these costs when
creating your housing budget.

NEED STORAGE?

Check out our guide with the best options
for self storage in Columbus.
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What separates Rambler from other
student apartments in Columbus?

+ Amenities: As a new development, Rambler features breathtaking
spaces and amenities that bring joy and let you connect to your
community. These amenities include a resort-style pool with a
jumbotron, state-of-the-art fitness center with a fully-equipped
gym, sauna and yoga studio, on-site dog spa, and a coffee shop on
the first floor.

+ Floorplans: Rambler offers 25 different floorplans, from studios to
six-bedroom apartments, designed with students’ specific needs
in mind.

+ Location: Located steps from campus on Lane Avenue in North
Campus, Rambler is the epicenter of the ultimate OSU living
experience.
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What amenities are
offered at Rambler?

1. Dedicated study mezzanine with 10 private W e | & o = Ly ‘:M- 2
study rooms, a podcast room and a printer 2 M | TE [ ks : oA ‘,‘ -
S @ i 3| 1. - : . A ) - 1 \ Ay ‘j‘;\
2. Fitness center equipped with state-of-the-art W 2 PR SSl Ul Cn Vs s =/ e [0
cardio and lifting machines and a terrace | R . B : 4 “., 8
3. Yoga studio and sauna stocked with towels, A o ":‘: = _ - == %;-"" =S

mats, blocks, and more

4. Two heated pools with fire pits, grilling areas,
and a jumbotron

5. Daydreamer coffee shop on the first floor
with full-time baristas selling coffee, tea,
and pastries

6. Dog spa with ready-to-use washing stations
and dryers

Not pictured:
Onsite garage parking and bike storage
Four courtyards, two dedicated to quiet studying

Rooftop terrace with views of the stadium,
campus, and downtown Columbus

Gameday poolside lounge
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How much does it cost to live
at Rambler?

Rent starts at $999 depending on the floorplan you choose and
when you sign.

In addition to your monthly rental rate, all residents are responsible
for the following monthly fees:

+ Rental insurance: If you choose not to purchase renter's
insurance, you are automatically enrolled in Cardinal Protect,
our liability waiver program managed through Foxen. You will
be charged a fee of $15 per month, which you will see in your
resident portal. You can opt out of the liability waiver by providing
proof of coverage by a third-party renter’'s insurance. This
should have a minimum of $100,000 of liability coverage and will
range from $10 to $30 per month. For more information, read
our article on the difference between renter’s insurance vs.

liability waiver programs.

+ Utilities (electricity and water): These are sub-metered utilities,
so the cost will vary by usage each month. The amount of
electricity and water your apartment uses for that month will be
split amongst you and your roommates evenly, or based on each
roommate's usage, depending on the unit. Utilities will be billed
monthly via Conservice.

+ Trash fee: $5 per month
You can also opt in to these features for an additional charge:

+ Parking: Standard parking starts at $75 per month, and reserved
parking starts at $95 per month. This price is subject to change
based on availability.

+ Pet rent: $35 per month plus a one-time, nonrefundable pet
deposit of $300.
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What one-time fees will I be charged?

+ Application Fee (non-refundable): $50 — This fee covers the
cost of the background checks we run in order to approve your
application, including the screening of one guarantor. This fee is
due upon submission of your electronic application.

+ Admin Fee (non-refundable): $200 - Residents will be charged
a one-time service fee for administration, billing, bill auditing,
overhead and similar expenses and charges to be incurred by the
Landlord for the Term of this Lease.

+ Security Deposit (refundable): $100 — This fee is due upon move-
in and is refundable at the end of your lease term as long as there
are no repairs required for your unit after moving out.

+ Utility Setup Fee (non-refundable): $60 — This is an annual registration
fee billed by Conservice to set up your utilities, and is not due until
you move in.

RAMBLER




Are the units at Rambler furnished?
Rambler's apartments come fully furnished.

Each resident will receive the following with any floorplan:
+ Full-size bed and mattress,
+ Two under-bed/stackable dresser drawers
+ Study desk and desk chair.

Studio floorplans include:
+ Sofa
+ Coffee table and/or entertainment stand
+ Wall-mounted Smart TV

Standard floorplans come with common area furniture including:
+ Sofa
+ Coffee table
+ Entertainment stand
+ Wall-mounted Smart TV
+ Barstools
+ Larger units include one or more accent chairs
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Canlsign aleaseifl don’t have
any roommates?

Yes! Rambler offers a roommate matching service which is perfect
for incoming freshman, international students, and transfer students.
If you are wanting to live in a certain floorplan, we are also able to
use roommate matching to fill up your apartment.

If you are wanting to be placed with roommates, please contact our
leasing office for more information.

What happens after I sign my lease?

Sit back and relax with the peace of mind that you know where
you're living next year!

Once your lease is completed, you will get email notifications with
more information on topics such as construction updates, events,
and move-in.
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Rambler seems
like the right

fit for me. What
should I do next?

EXPLORE FLOORPLANS TAKE A TOUR

Discover the perfect floorplan for you Schedule a tour at our leasing office by texting or
(and your roommates) from our selection calling (614) 465-3513.
of 19 floorplans.

APPLY TODAY
Ready to sign a lease? Fill out an application online.
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THESE AREN’T JUST FOUR WALLS.
THIS IS HOME.

We hope that this guide has helped simplify the process of finding
a place to live in Columbus as a student at the The Ohio State
University. By following this guide, you will be well on your way to
finding the perfect place for you and your needs!

If you need any additional help during this process, contact the
Rambler Leasing Team at ramblercolumbus.com/contact or send us
an email at leasing@ramblercolumbus.com. We are happy to help
answer any questions you might have regarding your housing search
or living at Rambler.

Stay up-to-date on all things Rambler and life as a student at OSU by
connecting with us on social medial

Instagram - @ramblercolumbus
Tik Tok - @rambler.columbus
YouTube - Rambler Columbus

For additional details about life as a student at OSU or living at
Rambler visit ramblercolumbus.com.
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